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[344 § x.] Concerning the country and manners
of the Savages of New France.

RIVERS OF NEW FRANCE; NATURE OF THE SOIL;
WILD BEASTS, FISH, BIRDS, ETC.

HERE are two great rivers in New France. One,
called by the natives Canada, a name thence ex-
tended to the whole country, is now called the

river St. Lawrence, and flows in a very broad channel
from west to east. The other, named Mississippi,
flows from North to South, through vast regions, for
the most part still unknown. The rivers of this land
are remarkable because in certain places they are
precipitated with a great uproar from the higher to
the lower levels. The French call those places wa-
ter-falls. You might justly call them cataracts, such
as are famous in the case of the Nile. The water of
an entire river often falls in the form of an arch, in
such fashion that it is possible to walk dry-shod be-
neath the stream which rushes overhead. The sav-
ages, when they come to such a spot, shoulder their
boats, which are constructed of light bark, and carry
them, together with the baggage, to the calm por-
tion of the river flowing below. The chief city of
new France is called Kebec, and is situated on the
St. Lawrence river. The whole country possesses
a healthful climate, but is harassed by a cold and
long winter. This is caused partly by the frequency
of the rivers and lakes; partly by the thickness and
great extent of the forests, which diminish the force
of the sun’s heat; finally, by the abundance of snow



